Do oral and inhaled terbutaline have different effects on the lung?
The effect of inhaled or oral terbutaline on the subsequent response to inhaled terbutaline was studied using a double-blind cross-over technique in 12 asthmatic patients. 12 indices of respiratory function were obtained from the maximal flow-volume loop and a single-breath inert gas technique. These were used to evaluate the effect and to attempt to distinguish the site of action of the drug. Although the initial dose of inhaled terbutaline had a greater immediate effect than its oral counterpart there were no significant differences in the response to subsequently inhaled terbutaline. These findings do not support recent suggestions that oral administration has a greater effect on distal airways or promotes the effects of inhaled bronchodilators.